News & Announcements
PRAYER REQUESTS
Placed Membership: Shian Knuth has placed membership with our congregation.
She has been attending worship services and also the ladies bible class. Her address:
220 E. Flamingo Road, #320, Las Vegas, NV 89169, telephone: (702) 423-8955. Let
us welcome Shian to our church family.
Keep the following on your prayer list who are either shut-in, unable to worship
with us, or have on going health concerns,
Daryion and Janette Banks, Clara Beth Barker’s daughter, Marsha; Dorothy and
Firman Barton, Vaughn, Keith Barton, Ramona Barton, Mary and Bob Cress,
Beverly Dempsey, Delois Jenkins, Rachel Kidwell, Beth Nebeker, Bobbye
Pounders, Ignacio Reyes, John Simo, Fernando Vizcarra, Jr., & Lewis Wells.
Mens Business Meeting is today at 4:30 PM. All men should try to be in attendance.
“Paul Walker, Bill Walker’s son, has begun leading Bible studies at the state
correctional facility in Florence, Arizona. Please pray for his efforts.”

TRAVELING MEMBERS
Brenda Mendoza is in Mexico visiting family and will return in three weeks. Keep
Brenda in your prayers for a safe return.

MILITARY MEMBERS
Michael Barnes and David Sims are stationed at Nellis Air Force Base.
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REVERENCE IN WORSHIP
Of the many problems that plague the church, a lack of reverence in worship is a
particularly irritating one to those who desire to worship in spirit and truth (John 4:24). It is
extremely offensive to them because there should be no reason for anyone, especially one
who claims to be a child of God, to have an irreverent attitude when the saints assemble to
worship God. Yet, no matter what congregation you assemble with, irreverent attitudes
and actions are displayed over and over by a few. It should not be so! Just keeping a few
facts in mind should help in the solution to this problem.
Reverence is honor or respect felt or shown. In worship that reverence is to be
directed toward God. To Him belongs honor, because all honor and glory is due Him (1
Tim. 1:17; Rom. 15:6). Respect is due Him because of His love (John 3:16; Rom. 5:8) and
His wrath (Hebrews 12:28-29).
Acting in an irreverent manner puts these people in the same dilemma in which
Ananias and Sapphira found themselves (Acts 5:1-11). Even though they thought they
were only lying to men, the apostle Peter told them that, in reality, they were lying to God.
When people act up in or disrupt worship today, they are not just being disrespectful to
those people around them, they are being disrespectful to God, an act just as evil as that
of Ananias and Sapphira.
The reverence that is necessary for proper worship is not based on externals such as
dimmed lights, etc. The proper reverent attitude that is to characterize every worshiper of
God comes from within the individual. A person will only be reverent when he realizes the
love of God is upon the obedient but that the wrath of God is upon the disobedient. While
this attitude must come from the heart of each person there are a few things that would aid
worship and help develop the reverence needed. Here are a few suggestions to help us
improve in our worship:
First, prepare your mind mentally for worship. Know what you are doing and why you
are doing it. Read a passage from the Bible, look over some of the songs that are to be
sung or pray a silent prayer for strength and focus.
Second, keep the use of the rest rooms by yourself and your children to a minimum
prior to, but especially during, the worship period.
Third, be aware of toddlers to teens. They are never too young or too old to worship.
Remember, attitudes learned while one is a youth are carried into adulthood.

Fourth, be as well-rested as possible. You will then be physically and mentally alert.

Fifth, concentrate on what is going on. Put all other things out of your mind.
Many other things could be suggested but if we use these guidelines and determine in
our heart to offer worship that is well-pleasing to God, it will reap great benefits for us in this life
and the life to come. Let us all learn to truly serve our merciful Father in spirit and in truth.

________________________________________________

Behavior In Worship
True worship, extended in the proper manner and spirit, will edify us and intensify the hope
of heaven. But when our worship is not taken seriously, our actions are impotent and our spirituality
weakened.
Worshiping God is a serious matter which should not be taken lightly. When Christians
assemble for worship, Jesus is with them in a special way (Matt. 18:20). Therefore, whatever is
done at worship services is done openly before Him and whatever hinders His people from
worshiping Him affects Him (remember the teaching of Matthew 25:31-46, i.e., what is done to his
brothers is done to Him).
Historically, as a people, we have had behavior problems at services. There is noise before
services and distractions during services (in and out of restrooms, note-passing, talking, etc.).
The Heart Of The Problem What is at the heart of these problems? Is it a lack of love?
For some it is, especially young people. Some youngsters are only at services because their
parents make them come. But for most this is not the reason. Is it a lack of desire? I do not think
so. Most of those who are present desire to please God or they would not be there. The cause of
these problems is a lack of appreciation for the sanctity of worship.
Too many people possess an attitude that is just too casual for proper worship. Some
approach the worship services of the church with the same attitude they have in engaging in
secular activities such as attending school, going to work or even going to the doctor. If problems
with worship are going to be solved and people are ever going to worship properly, the attitudes
with which they view worship must improve.
What Misbehavior At Worship Services Reveals. Misbehavior at services reveals a lack
of respect for the speaker. The preacher or Bible class teacher deserves respect because of the
word he is teaching (see Heb. 12:25-26). When people act improperly during preaching or in a
Bible class, talking when the preacher or teacher is talking, interrupting in class, laughing and
cutting up, etc., they have a disregard for both the messenger and the message. Too many, both
young and old, view the speaker with the same attitude with which they view a secular teacher.
Misbehavior at services among the young shows a lack of respect for parents.
Young people, your parents have often suffered to give you life, to care for you when you could not
care for yourself, to clothe you, feed you, and stand by you. How do you think it makes them feel to
learn you caused a disturbance during Bible classes or preaching? Consider Proverbs 15:5: "A fool
despises his father's instruction, But he who receives correction is prudent."
Misbehavior at services shows a lack of respect for those sitting nearby. It is hard to
teach and even harder to listen when there are distractions and disruptions all around you. All
people, young and old, need to be considerate of those around them. Also, they need to remember
their behavior impacts visitors. Visitors may be watching and judging the Lord's church by your
actions. Just recently I heard a visitor to our services comment to one of our members after
services had ended that they had never seen so many people with weak bladders.
Misbehavior at services shows a lack of maturity. All young people are anxious to grow
up and become adults. But when they, and those who are older, misbehave they are acting like
children.

Misbehavior at services demonstrates a lack of respect for God. It is one thing not to
respect the preacher or teacher but it is another thing altogether to show disrespect to the allmighty God of heaven. Ask yourself, are the things you do when misbehaving at services (talking,
giggling, laughing, gazing about, punching each other, writing notes, playing with trading cards,
interrupting, making rude remarks, etc.) worth losing your soul over? God takes it that seriously.
We should have His same attitude.
Some Suggested Remedies. Parents, begin training early. Do not just teach your
children to be quiet. Teach them to reverence and respect God. Sit near the front where there are
fewer distractions. Sit as a family. Do not let your children routinely go to the restroom. Do not let
your children play. While toddlers may need something for entertainment, children of five or six
years old and up can sit quietly and listen and participate. You will be amazed how soon they will
learn the words of the songs and what they might glean from the lesson. Understand, it is not
enough just to bring your children to services. They must be doing what is proper while they are
here if they are to benefit from them and develop an interest in spiritual things.
Set a good example before your children. Show interest and attention. Do not sleep or
engage in activities which are secular. Show the proper respect for the speaker or Bible class
teacher. Speak highly of worship periods in front of your children. Pray for God's help.
Realize where you are and who is there. When you are assembled with His people, you
are in the temple of the living God (1 Cor. 3:16). Both the Father and the Son are present, so act
accordingly.
Follow the advice of 2 Corinthians 10:5 to bring "every thought into captivity to the
obedience of Christ."
Conclusion: Worship is a blessed privilege that should be guarded with love, zeal and a
realization of its worth and value. No one in his right mind should ever be guilty of misbehaving or
acting inappropriately during worship services or Bible classes. All should act responsibly and
properly before God.
By: Gene Taylor
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GOD’S PLAN OFSALVATION
HEAR the gospel Rom. 10:17
BELIEVE the gospel John 3:16
REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3
CONFESS Christ Matt. 10:32
Be BAPTIZED Acts 2:38
Live FAITHFULLY Rev. 2:10
If you are visiting today, we appreciate your presence and hope to get to know you better.
Please fill out a visitor’s card so we can have a record of your attendance, and if there is
any way we can serve your spiritual needs, please bring this to our attention.
www.vegasdrivechurchofchrist.com

